OUTLINE

1.
The Episcopal Commission for Catholic education, schools and universities of the Italian Episcopal Conference is promoting the European Symposium on “The challenges in education” in cooperation with the CEEC and COMEEC.

2.
The Symposium will involve a European-wide discussion between


-
scholars/experts in human sciences and education, 


-
secondary school and vocational training faculty;


-
parents on an individual basis or representing parents’ associations;


-
officials and education, catechesis and school pastoral agents of Episcopal Conferences with representatives within the CEEC.

3.
Objectives:


-
define the new scenarios arising from the current cultural, socioeconomic and political changes (the challenges to education); 


-
specify the basic ideal and anthropological references (from the challenges to education to the challenge of education); 


-
set forth and illustrate the foundations underlying formative strategies (both international and European) in education, out-of-school activities and the media; 


-
discern and reformulate the principles and criteria of the educational action performed by European Catholic churches (such as new evangelization and the inculturation of faith at the service of a new humanistic perspective). 

4.
Themes


The discussion will focus on four specific themes which challenge pedagogy and education:


a) Manipulation and artificial means, education


b) The building up of  identity and education


c) Economy, work and education


d) The intercultural challenge and education

5.
Instrumentum Laboris


An initial (and open) working tool commissioned by the Episcopal Commission for education, schools and universities of the Italian Episcopal Conference, and developed in cooperation with many scholars and experts in the field of educational sciences. The text will be translated and sent to participants.

6. Participants


1) Officials and agents of education and school pastoral care. National Delegation composed by 1 member (agents with a pastoral mandate in the area of culture, schools, universities, and Christian formation) appointed by the Episcopal Conference delegate of each one of the 34 countries represented within the CEEC.


2) Scholars of pedagogy, human sciences and education theology representing European associations.

7.
Symposium Secretariat

National Office for education, schools and universities


Circonvallazione Aurelia, 50


I – 00165  ROME


tel. +39 06 66398231         fax +39 06 66398224        e-mail  scuola@chiescattolica.it
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