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To:








CEC Member Churches,

Associated Organisations,

All Partner organisations.

The European Bishops’ Conferences.

National Councils of Churches in Europe.

Geneva/St Gallen, 28 November 2005

Ref.:
Third European Ecumenical Assembly: 

Second Stage – Meetings at national and/or regional levels (2006-2007)

Dear Friends,

We greet you on behalf of the Conference of European Churches (CEC) and the Council of Bishops' Conferences in Europe (CCEE).  It is our wish to share with you further information on the process leading up to the Third European Ecumenical Assembly (EEA3) which will take place in Sibiu, Romania, 4-8 September 2007.  The theme of the Assembly will be The Light of Christ Shines Upon All – Hope for Renewal and Unity in Europe.
As you have already been informed, the entire Assembly process comprises four stages:

First stage:
A meeting in Rome, 24-27 January 2006, for about 100 delegates from churches, Bishops’ conferences, ecumenical bodies, etc.

Second stage:
National and/or regional meetings to be held during 2006/2007.
Third stage:
A meeting (similar in size to the Rome meeting) to take place in Wittenberg-Lutherstadt, Germany, 15-18 February 2007.

Fourth stage:

The Third European Ecumenical Assembly itself in  Sibiu, 

4-8 September 2007.

It is about the second stage, meetings at national and/or regional levels, that we write to you now.  We would like to bring the following points to your attention:

1.
Theme and participants

The theme proposed for the second stage is “The Light of Christ Enlightens All. Renewal and Unity at the Local Level”. 

How the meetings will develop and the length of time devoted to them can vary according to the different contexts, interests and needs of the churches involved.

Participants in these meetings should be from as  wide and inclusive a range as possible:

· Delegates from churches and Bishops’ conferences;

· national Councils of Churches (NCCs) and other ecumenical bodies; 

· dioceses, parishes, congregations;

· associations, movements;

· diocesan councils for the apostolate of the laity;

· monastic communities, religious congregations;

· other communities;

· young people, women, etc . . .

It is strongly recommended that those who are already involved in the EEA3 process should play an active role in planning this second stage (i. e. members of CEC and CCEE governing bodies or working commissions/groups, as well as those who will participate in the meeting in Rome [First stage] and the proposed participants at the EEA3 in Sibiu.

2.
Aims of the second stage
The overall aims of national and/or regional meetings will be:

· to have an experience of faith, spirituality and communion with moments devoted to prayer, Biblical meditation, testimonies, symbolic acts, pilgrimages, celebrations, etc;

· to deepen the awareness of the churches and communities present in the nation or region and of instances of Christian and ecumenical life;

· to deepen the awareness of the theme, aims and process of the EEA3;

· to discuss the themes from the Charta Oecumenica which will be examined at Sibiu;

· to register those concerns about European life and the witness of the churches that are most real to the nation or region involved;

· to prepare local, national or regional meetings to coincide with the Sibiu Assembly (4-8 September 2007);

· to plan and carry out a “definite task” which provides some visibility and continuity to the meeting.

3.
Dates
There is no fixed date, but suggestions are for either Pentecost 2006 or the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2007. We propose that the churches, Bishops’ conferences and National Councils of Churches decide the date of these meetings according to their schedules.

4.
Expectation from CEC and CCEE on the second stage
A report of each meeting (maximum of 2 pages) should be sent to the CCEE and CEC Secretariats by the end of February 2007. These reports will form the basis of the work for the Sibiu Assembly. The content of the report should include:

(a) a description of the meeting;

(b) elements arising for the ecumenical journey in Europe and for the ecumenical assembly;

(c) contributions for the themes examined from the Charta Oecumenica.
5.
Various recommendations
· It is important to ensure media coverage of the second stage. Participation of particular witnesses and use of the Assembly logo is recommended (attached to this letter).

· The meetings must be self-financing at the national or regional level.  As far as is possible, the CEC and CCEE Secretariats are available for any assistance.

· National and regional meetings may be prepared through prayers, discussions about the theme and identifying the concerns and specific contributions from each context to the EEA3 process, etc.

CEC and CCEE are preparing a Study guide for the EEA3 process which will be sent out in the coming weeks.  In this booklet there will be much useful information for preparing for the EEA3 second stage.

Even more than with previous assemblies, the EEA3 is a process involving the churches, related organisations and movements at every level. This is especially so at this second stage.  We realise that a great deal is being expected of you, but every contribution that you can make towards carrying forward the theme in your own context will be of immense value as we move towards Sibiu and will also, we trust, enrich your own witnesses to “the Light of Christ” in the countries and regions in which you live.

May we then leave this with you for your kind attention, and we look forward to hearing of your plans and activities.

With our prayers and good wishes,

Yours in Christ,

The Venerable Colin Williams



Don Aldo Giordano

CEC General Secretary Elect




CCEE General Secretary

