[image: image1.jpg]



(DRAFT)

EEA3

Open programme 

Hearings, Agora and Cultural programme

1. Hearings:
What is a hearing? 

Hearings offer an opportunity for delegates to contribute to the EEA3 Assembly programme through inputs, discussions and debates on a certain issue, theme, sub-theme or special interest related to the assembly themes. Delegates may organise a hearing about their own form of commitment to the theme of the assembly and/or the nine sub-themes. A hearing may also take the form of a workshop. 

In order to ensure that hearings are relevant to the assembly theme, people who wish to offer hearings are kindly asked to send an application form for consideration by the EEA3 Assembly leadership. 

Who can give hearings? 

Due to logistical limitations, hearings may only be offered by official Assembly participants, which include delegates and local representatives. 

The EEA3 Assembly organisation will require applications with concrete proposals for hearings and workshops. Based on certain guidelines for accepting hearings, an indication will be given to the proposals, which are accepted as an official part of the EEA3 programme. The hearings will be indicated in the programme with the title, the name of the person in charge, the organisation, the venue and date. 

The EEA3 Assembly organisation will assist with allocation of programme space. Persons or groups who offer a hearing will be responsible for any additional organisational costs connected to the hearing. 

People who offer hearings are kindly asked to give attention to possible interest of media. 

An application form is enclosed, and may also be obtained at the EEA3 assembly offices.

Participation

Hearings should be open to all Assembly participants. People who offer hearings must be aware that attendance is voluntary, and participation may vary.

In order to enable participants to follow the plenaries and forums of the Assembly programme, hearings will take place at hours outside these. Hearings may take place from 13.00 – 15.30, and from 19.30 – 22.00 on September 5, 6 and 7. People who offer hearings are kindly asked to indicate a preferred date and time, as well as whether the hearings will be offered once or twice. 

Hearings will take place in the Assembly programme area, close to the plenary area, Assembly offices and forum places. Arrangements for time and space will be made in co-operation with the EEA3 Assembly office, when required. 

2. Agora:

What is agora? 

The term ”Agora” refers to a market place, an open place for a variety of issues, items and materials. This is the place where delegations can display work and material from their home communities through stands and exhibitions, or where they can sell literature or items that are seen relevant to the theme of the assembly. This is also a meeting place for delegates, where discussions and sharing of experiences can take place. The agora also offers possibilities for establishing contacts with other European initiatives and/or co-operation with other groups. 

Who can participate in the agora?  

Delegates or delegations, as well as representatives from local churches and communities may apply for space in the Agora Hall. The agora will take place in a large community centre close to the Assembly centre, the Agora Hall. Exhibition space will be provided free of charge by the organisers to those who have applied for space in the official agora place and have been accepted. The contributors will be responsible for costs and transport of material. These contributions will appear in the Assembly programme indicating the place, subject area, the title and the persons in charge. 

The Agora Hall will be open from 12.30 – 15.00, and 19.00 – 22.00, September 5 – 8, to participants and local visitors.

3. Cultural Contributions

The EEA3 Local committee in Sibiu is responsible for the local cultural programme. A number of concerts, exhibitions, films, plays and shows will be part of the Assembly programme. Cultural events will take place in the Old Town of Sibiu every evening of the Assembly. 

For delegates who wish to offer exhibitions or a cultural contribution, this should be indicated in the application form. Contributions of this nature may be included in the cultural programme of the assembly. 

Guidelines for offering agora and hearings

The CEC and CCEE would like as many delegates as possible to be able to contribute towards the richness and success of the EEA3. Certain criteria for participation and contributions have been developed for this purpose: 


The application procedure, registration and confirmation will be as follows: 

Every organisations, group, initiative etc. must register its contribution itself with the aid of the enclosed form, even if it will be working together with other organisations during the Assembly. The organisers would like to ensure the thematic relevance to the EEA3, as well as achieve a geographical balance between participating organisations and reserves the right to select according to limitations of space. 

Your registration will be processed and passed on to the EEA3 Assembly leadership. You will receive an answer to your proposal as soon as the application has been processed.

Closing date for registering for hearings and agora: June 1st, 2007 

Kindly note that our work will be made easier if you register before the last possible date. 

CEC and CCEE assume that all costs, with the exception of room hire, will be met by the organisations themselves. 

We would like to draw your attention once more to the fact that a group registration submitted to our offices does not replace the registration of individual delegates, which is essential for the planning of accommodation and catering. 

We look forward to working with you towards the Third European Ecumenical Assembly. 




Churches and organisations participating in the agora must be permanently dedicated to the theme of the EEA3, or to one of the nine sub-themes. Participation in the agora must constitute a constructive contribution to the Assembly. 





Churches, in a spirit of ecumenical openness, should perceive the faith common to the manifold Christian Churches. This acknowledgement of common faith must remain visible even in situations of conflict. This demands tolerance, respect for the opinions of others, the acceptance of differences and distancing oneself from sectarian attitudes. Such an ethos helps avoid causing provocation and offence in our relationship with other people and other churches. 





Organisations may also particpate in the agora and offer hearings if they comply with these criteria. 





All churches and organisations taking part must be prepared to enter into dialogue. 
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