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Archbishop György JAKUBINYI,

Roman Catholic Archbishop of Alba Iulia, Romania

(in Hungarian)

Your Eminences, Your Excellencies, honoured ecumenical guests,

dear sisters and brothers in Christ!


As God’s grace threw the rabbi Saul to the ground outside the gates of Damascus six years after Christ’s resurrection from the dead, he heard Christ’s reproachful voice: “Saul, Saul why are you persecuting me?” (Acts 9,4). Christ does not say, “why are you persecuting my disciples?”, but “me”. He identifies himself with his Church. So whoever persecutes Christians persecutes Christ himself.


Saul became Paul, “the apostle of the peoples” (1 Tim 2,7). As he lay in the dust, he learnt for once and for all that there is one Church. One cannot found another Church (cf. 1 Cor 3,11). Therefore right from the start he resisted the temptation to leave the Jewish-Christian Church and found another for those who had converted from paganism to Christianity.

In the course of history, Christians have unfortunately done what Paul struggled against all his life: they have torn Christ’s seamless robe (cf. Jn 19, 23) into pieces. Division among Christians is a scandal that has endured until today. At the Last Supper, Christ prayed: “May they all be one: as you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me.” (Jn 17, 21). That is why we hold that the birth of the ecumenical movement in our time is a work of the Holy Spirit. And that is why I welcome the fact that third European ecumenical assembly is taking place in the territory of the Roman Catholic archdiocese of Alba Iulia.

May the Lord Jesus Christ, the shepherd of souls, also grant that, as we get to know each other, respect each other and give witness together, this assembly will guide us on the path of unity.

