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Your All Holiness

Beatitudes

Eminencies

Excellencies

Friends from all over Europe

On behalf of the Conference of European Churches I welcome you to the Third European Ecumenical Assembly, the EEA3. We meet in Sibiu - in a majority Orthodox context, one of God’s many languages. And Sibiu will during these days not only be the Cultural City of Europe – but hopefully also the Ecumenical City of Europe.

We have been offered a theme: The light of Christ shines upon all. Hope for renewal and unity in Europe. Where and how is the light of Christ seen in Europe today? Do we see it in not just our own Church, but also in other traditions? Do we see the light of Christ when we contribute to the common good, to justice and human rights? These days may give answers.

It is obvious that we all long for hope of renewal on many levels; as human beings, as citizens and as believers and Church members. What kind of hope does it take to keep us together as the people of a future Europe? We long for unity, but why is the ecumenical road such a long and mysterious way?

St Paul writes (2 Cor 4:7) about the God who has given us the light to see the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ – and I quote But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us.

And of course this is true, the power of light, the power of hope and of unity – they all depend on God – but God needs us for this. 

During these days we all share a great responsibility; we have been selected to represent our Churches and to contribute on behalf of them. There has, for sure, been a long and intense work of preparations and planning for this Assembly, but let’s not forget we all are responsible for the outcome of the Assembly. 

We invite you to be interested and curious, eager to learn and to share and you will return home renewed and your Church and the Ecumenical Movement will gain from that.

Now, please turn to your neighbour and wish her or him - young or old - welcome to the Assembly. That might be the beginning of the most promising ecumenical renewal all over Europe. God bless you!
