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PROVISIONAL TEXT CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY

EMBARGOED UNTIL DELIVERY

The Transfiguration

Luke 9: 28-36
Timi Dorgu

Friends in Christ, my understanding of the Transfiguration and its relevance in my own life lie in the definition I hold onto; that a transfiguration is “a change that glorifies or exalts.” A change that glorifies God, one might suggest. Such was the change that I experienced after making my fully-independent decision to take up my own cross and follow Christ at the age of 17. I became a new creation and as a result took on a responsibility to show others by my actions and my attitude – my overall outward show as a person – that I had been changed. I knew that I had to alter my behaviour in social settings and my attitude towards particular situations. At the time I was in a circle of friends containing no other Christians. My change was therefore all the more obvious to those around me, but I could not be afraid of this. The gift of grace I received in coming to the Cross came with a responsibility to be a light in the darkness and live in a way that is pleasing to God.

I was raised in the Church and had been shown how to live for Christ from an early age by my parents. My mother as a medical doctor and my father as a young priest in the Church of England both showed me in their work that the love of Christ was not just a blessing for us, but one for us as Christians to share with the world in which we live, work or study. In my mind, this love shines through as a result of our very own personal transfigurations that can occur upon our acceptance of Jesus Christ as Lord. In the same way that the passage describes how ‘the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning’, we too can be changed to reflect God’s glory. I believe that salvation should be something that is not stored up inside for you to celebrate on your own, but that the joy of being saved from eternal damnation by Jesus’ death and resurrection should flow out to those all around us.

Being a Christian sets you apart from others in the way you act and respond to certain situations. As a sportsman, the field of play can be one of the most challenging places for this to shine through. Footballers are sometimes known for their gamesmanship and lack of honesty. Just being different in the way I treat my opponents can be a way for me to glorify God. 

Also, as a student at university, I face temptation in many forms everyday. It can be a struggle to resist the temptations around, but ultimately I know that it is God’s will. At the same time, it is important that whilst being different, I do not begin to judge those around me for what they do, but instead ensure that the way I conduct myself demonstrates the completeness given by faith in Christ Jesus. Many people spend their lives looking for something to make them feel happy and content, but my personal faith is enough for me. I then try to live out this contentment. 

However, the rest of the passage reminds me that it is not enough to just be changed and live differently. ‘A voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him.”’ Our Lord God gave Jesus authority to speak the truth of the gospel to all men. In the same way, this passage encourages me to not only live in a way that pleases God, but to also tell people of His goodness and mercy. Of course, living a life that is pleasing to God can be a testimony to non-Christians, but I am constantly reminded that it takes words as well as actions to bring people to Christ. My witness cannot be my actions alone. For my friends to really understand the depth of their need for Jesus in their lives I must open my mouth to tell them. Jesus himself said that “You must also testify, for you have been with me from the beginning” (John 15:27). This challenge from Christ himself adds another dimension to my personal transfiguration wherein I also have a responsibility to articulate my change and the reasons for it in words. 

We all have different experiences of being changed by God and how other people’s perception of us can be affected by this As a young person in a largely secular society, it can certainly prove difficult to be the odd-one-out at times, but it is also often the case that the person who is different gets the most attention. It is then important that I pray for God to give me the openness and tact to share His Word with those around me without fear. Still, the effects of one’s personal transfiguration can fade at times as, unlike Christ, none of us is perfect.

God will always renew us in our time of need and can also provide the boldness to go out and share our faith with others. I know that it is only by His grace that I can continue to do my best to live my life in a way that shows I have been changed and is glorifying to Him.

