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and
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I offer heartfelt greetings to all the delegates and participants in the Third European Ecumenical Assembly in Sibiu, whose theme is important for the re-evangelisation of Europe: “The Light of Christ shines upon all. Hope for renewal and unity in Europe” and whose primary objective is “to rediscover in Christ crucified and risen new light for the path of reconciliation between European Christians”.

I greet each one of you, and through you I should like to send greetings to the Council of European Bishops’ Conferences and to the Conference of European Churches. I sincerely hope this important assembly will contribute to progress along the path of ecumenism, and to the recovery of full, visible unity between all Christians. This is a pastoral priority to which I have given much attention since the beginning of my pontificate. It is essential to work for the visible unity of all Christians if Christ’s light is to shine upon all.

As my predecessor Pope John Paul II put it, “At the Second Vatican Council, the Catholic Church committed herself irrevocably to following the path of the ecumenical venture, thus heeding the Spirit of the Lord, who teaches people to interpret carefully the signs of the times” (Ut unum sint, 3). “To believe in Christ means to desire unity; to desire unity means to desire the Church” (ibid., 9). Conscious of this, the Catholic Church will progress along the path of unity and communion between Christians, a path that is difficult, but also full of joy (Cf. ibid., 2).

How many signs of the times have encouraged and supported us along this way in recent decades – in the preceding European ecumenical assemblies in Basel (1989) and Graz (1997) and at the signing of the Charta Oecumenica in Strasbourg (2001)! The many ecumenical meetings and celebrations, along with patient local and international ecumenical dialogue, have given encouraging signs and “given us a more vivid sense of the Church as a mystery of unity” (Novo Millennio Ineunte, 48). There is no true dialogue until there is listening as well as speaking, and when in listening people meet each other, when such encounters mean good relationships and when relationships involve understanding, a deepening and transformation of our life as Christians. In this way dialogue is not limited to the field of knowledge and what we can do. Rather it has the person who believes, and indeed the Lord himself, at its centre.

Two elements must give direction to our efforts: the dialogue of truth, and meeting in the sign of brotherhood. Their basis needs to be spiritual ecumenism. The Second Vatican Council already said: “This change of heart and holiness of life, along with public and private prayer for the unity of Christians, should be regarded as the soul of the whole ecumenical movement” (Unitatis Redintegratio, 8). Prayer for unity is the royal door of ecumenism. It leads Europe’s Christians to a fresh vision of Christ and the unity of his Church. It also enables us to confront with courage the painful memories that are not lacking in European history, as well as the social burdens of our age and the relativism that predominates today. In every age the main builders of reconciliation and unity have been men and women of prayer, as well as the many martyrs of all confessions. They have inspired separated Christians to seek the way of reconciliation and unity.

We Christians must be aware of our task of helping Europe and the world hear the voice of the one who said: “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life” (Jn 8,12). It is our duty to let the light of Christ shine before the men and women of today: not our own light, but the light of Christ. Let us ask God for unity and peace for people in Europe and declare our readiness to work together for proper social development of the continent, East and West. At the meeting in Sibiu, people will certainly be able to gain valuable insights on the continuation and deepening of Europe’s special vocation. These can then help to build a better future for the peoples of Europe.

I hope the Third European Ecumenical Assembly in Sibiu will succeed in creating spaces for encounter for unity in legitimate diversity. In an atmosphere of mutual trust and where people are aware that our common roots reach much deeper than our divisions, false self-sufficiency will break down, estrangement will be overcome, and the shared basis of faith lived spiritually. Europe needs spaces for encounter and spirit-led experiences of unity in faith. I pray God to let your assembly in Sibiu become such a space.

May the light of Christ brighten the way of the European continent! May the Lord bless your families, communities, Churches and all those who declare themselves to be disciples of Christ in every region of Europe.

Übersetzt aus dem Deutschen

