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Message of Klaus Johannis, Mayor of Sibiu, on the occasion of The European Ecumenical Meeting in 4 – 9 September 2007 in Sibiu 

Esteemed guests, 

First of all I would like to address a warm “Welcome” to all the guests who are visiting Sibiu on this special occasion. Sibiu, in its quality of European Capital of Culture in 2007 is gladly welcoming one of the most important Christian events in Europe during the last ten years: The European Ecumenical Conference.

I consider that Sibiu, a city of multiculturalism and religious diversity, is the ideal location for such a manifestation. Our Christian guests will find a city with a special historical dimension, a legacy preserved from ages of harmonious cohabitation between different cultures. 

Sibiu is one of the cities which showed it is possible for all the Christian faiths to come together where representatives of different Christian faiths gather for a common prayer. Sibiu is therefore a good example of peaceful, fruitful and in healthy cohabitation of all religious.

The Christian Community in Sibiu is very close related to the topic of this Ecumenical Conference sending its message of peace and unity through diversity to the whole Europe.

The Historical Centre of Sibiu, an unique architectural assemble is hosting nine churches belonging to five different faiths just a few minutes apart. So, on this relative small space of  approximately 80 ha, on which the Historical Centre lies, all the faiths found a place of their own, in good harmony and even in close connection with the other ones.

I would like to wish all the Christian representatives from Europe and the guests that will be visiting Sibiu due to this occasion, a nice stay in our city.

Klaus Johannis

The Mayor of Sibiu

