A letter to the Christians of Europe

"The Light of Christ shines upon all"

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ throughout Europe,

Grace and peace to you all!

As representatives of Churches, bishops’ conferences, movements and ecumenical organisations, we have travelled from 44 countries to Rome, where we met from 24th to 27th January 2006, during the week of prayer for Christian unity. We shared in prayer and reflection, and launched the process of the Third European Ecumenical Assembly (EEA3).

Having committed ourselves to a common journey, we have sought to build mutual trust and understanding by working and praying together. We have also endeavoured to foster a spirituality that is rooted in God's Word. Through prayer and action, we hope to engender renewed enthusiasm for our ecumenical journey. We have been encouraged to turn to the one God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – who is the source of communion / koinonia and love.
_______

Every Christian is warmly invited to join this pilgrimage of hope, and to give common testimony by walking with Christ in order to discover a new vocation for Europe. Our continent has taken great steps forward politically and culturally, and yet exploitation, exclusion, oppression and violence are still enormous obstacles on our way. In this context we seek inspiration in our theme: "The Light of Christ shines upon all. Hope for renewal and unity in Europe". We seek to be faithful in a new European context, where faith is often marginalised. Our task will be illuminated through the love of Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit, who heals the wounds of humanity.
We encourage our fellow Christians to engage with the agendas of the European institutions as they, too, work to bring justice and hope to our continent. The light of Christ will help us all to work for reconciliation and unity in our divided world.
There are many ways to be involved in the third European Ecumenical Assembly. The second stage has just begun. You can

· start by praying for this ecumenical journey.

· join in celebrations and meetings in most countries across Europe.
· visit the internet site (www.eea3.org)  to enable you to know exactly what is happening and to provide you with ideas, documents and other resources

· encourage others to contribute ideas
· share the projects in which you are involved.

The third stage in the process will be a gathering in Lutherstadt-Wittenberg in Germany, in February 2007. This meeting will gather the fruits of the various national and regional events, and will contribute to the assembly in Sibiu, Romania, in September 2007.
_______

The third European Ecumenical Assembly builds on two others, which took place in Basel in 1989 and in Graz in 1997, and on the Charta Oecumenica, signed in Strasbourg in 2001 (www.ccee.ch and www.cec-kek.org ). It is not an end in itself, but one stage in the response European Christians have made to Christ's prayer "that they may all be one" (John 17.21). At the solemn celebration of vespers at the end of the week of prayer for Christian Unity in 2006, Pope Benedict XVI acknowledged that “we have such a long way to go! But let us not be discouraged; rather, let us start out again together with greater vigour. We can count on Christ’s unfailing presence; humbly and tirelessly, we beg Him for the precious gift of unity and peace”.

Let us join together on this journey!
