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“Let Us Walk In the Light of the Lord!”

Bishop László Tőkés,

President of the Hungarian Reformed World 

“The people which sat in darkness saw great light” (Mt 4:16). On the Liberating Christmas Eve of 1989 the citizens of Romania and Transylvania experienced such a millennial joy that can only be measured to the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy culminating in the Coming of Jesus. Then, with the rebellion against the long lasting atheist-communist-nationalist dictatorship, the Timisoara Reformed congregation, joined by Romanians, Germans, Serbs, Jews, the Catholics, Orthodox and Lutherans, i.e. the Timisoara Christian residents of various nationality and religion, in the nations’ brotherhood of God’s fellowship with their firm stand braved the empire of darkness. 

The Ceausescu regime, fallen to a deep crisis, on a daily basis, deprived the population of electricity, an act motivated by thrift with the electric power. At such occasions a menacing darkness fell upon our cities, villages and homes. Amidst the economic depression we could neither obtain candles, nor paraffin in the lamps. Nevertheless, the darkness that fell upon the desperate hearts and souls was even more depressing than the outside gloom. Christ’s believers said the following prayer, then: “And he shall bring forth thy righteousness as the light, and thy judgment as the noonday.” (Ps 37:6). “And Christ- Light of the World” listened to our prayers and from one day to the next one the Christmas light of the Bethlehem fields spread through the whole Romanian society and He announced God’s liberating mercy to the whole amazed world. 

Here, in Sibiu/Nagyszeben/Hermannstadt, in the ancient center and capital of the German Saxon Transylvanian community, I intend to share the unforgettable memory of this everlasting communal experience with all the participants of the Third European Ecumenical Assembly, as well as the member churches of the European Union shaped in the faith in Christ and with His gathered, true believers.

In the same time, I must not conceal that “the darkness shall not receive light… He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him.” (John 1:5.11). Up to the present-day, our country and the post-communist East-Europe are struggling with the forces of darkness that were left behind from the past and which are still coming back as haunting ghosts. This darkness that is so far away from Christ’s light, for several occasions, falls to the horizon of Europe, which is on the threshold of union. It casts a shadow upon our souls and societies.

In April and July 2007, we participated at ecumenical meetings, organized by the Királyhágómellék Reformed Church District in Oradea/Nagyvárad, and Timisoara/Temesvár. We analyzed the Romanian social and religious situation. The participant ten leaders of the Transylvanian churches unanimously agreed about that: “Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life."(John 8:12) and “since the night has passed and day approached, we must do away with the sins of darkness, and must attain the weapons of the light” (Rom 13:12).
We, here, in Romania, which is afflicted with the heritage of communism, still, joined the European Union this year, intend to join forces against the forces of darkness, social injustice, corruption, suppression of minority rights and the discrimination against minority churches in this spirit of the Bible. In the lengthened and complex process of the democratic change of regime the most important task of our churches and all Christians is to support doing justice and the reparation of all sins belonging to the atheist-nationalist past. Furthermore, we all should promote the moral and spiritual renewal. In the absence of all these, there can not be a complete – external – change of regime.

We are compelled to carry out these tasks since the spirit of the place – Sibiu/Nagyszeben forces us to. Hermannstadt is not merely the hosting place of the ecumenical rejoicing, not one of Europe’s cultural capitals, but, at the same time, it is an excruciating token reminding us of the Saxon community almost completely vanished from Transylvania. Sibiu guards the memory of the Saxon German minority pursued and “sold out” for hard currency by the Ceausescu regime. On the territory of religious tolerance (1568), in Transylvania, Hermannstadt/Sibiu/Nagyszeben should be a telling memento unwelcoming the phenomenon that in the European Union repression, harassment and discrimination of people and communities based on their religious beliefs, language, culture and nationality, or just being part of a minority can be tolerated.

In the community of Europe’s nations and churches liberated by Christ and blessed by His soul let us say, on this very day, the following prayer together with prophet Isaiah: “O, house of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in the light of the LORD” (Is 2:5)
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